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Emilio Scotto

When Emilio was a boy in Argentina he was given a
World Atlas and announced to his mother that he was
going to travel around the world. At age 30 he quit his job,
sold his possessions and hit the road on his 1980 Honda
Goldwing 1100. He had little motorcycling experience and
only $300 but he turned it into an over 10 year adventure
through 279 countries and provinces and even most major
islands in the Caribbean, Pacific and even Iceland!! In
almost half a million miles, he burned 13,000 gallons of
gas, 250 gallons of oil, and 86 tires, many of them
knobbies. He used up 12 batteries, 9 seats, 11 different
passports and did require one complete engine change!!
He not only circled the globe, he did most of it twice, both

clockwise and counter-clockwise! A large part
of his journey was through the most difficult
parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America on a
bike not well-suited to off-road used. The
Gold Wing was fitted with 2 extra gas tanks

, and a large drinking water tank as well as lots
of luggage as high as his head. It weighed
about 1100 Ibs. yet he rode it and pushed it
across the Sahara Desert, the Gobi Desert
and through the thick jungles of Africa. He
rode it across Russia on roads of ice and

, dropped it many times, and had a few major
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crashes, including a huge crater in the road and
encounters with a deer, an eagle, a baboon, a man, a
pig, an ostrich, two dogs and a taxi. He was shot at
twice, and robbed in Brazil, Mexico City, Equatorial
Guinea, Kenya and China.

Border crossings were very difficult in third world
countries where the border guards never saw a tourist
and assumed him to be a spy. Other border guards
were honest and friendly but did not even possess a
stamp for his passport or even an ink pen to sign it, if
they could write. River crossings were on homemade
log bridges or rafts intended for a few people or goats.
But one of the most frightening occurrences was in Los
Angeles where he was taken for a drug runner and he
was arrested on a load of trumped-up charges.

Emi |l i obds bike, the fABlackgPrinces
such gatherings as the Honda Hoot, but for now resides =%




at Don Laughlindéds Riverside Casino in Laughlin,
took these photos. Zukiman

The Longest Ride

Subtitled 3 0\ \HD U OLOH ORWRUF\FOH
-RXUQH\" WKLV ERRN E\ (PLOLR 6FRWWR KDV FUHDWHG T
of controversy among some motorcyclists who believe some
of the statistics are exagg#ed or the distances impossible in
the times given. Others have said Scotto is apselhoter
who exaggerates his deeds. He tried to put together a tour
company o take groups of motorcyclists round the world
adventures but it failed. He descrdeW KH ERRN DV S0ORUH
WKDQ D WULS DURXQG WKH ZRUOG LWfV WKH ELJJHVW W
+LVWRU\ RI KXPDQ EHLQJV" +XPEOH KH LV QRW
Nevertheless, he is a good writer and an excellent
SKRWRJUDSKHU (QJODQGYV 'DLO\ THOHJUDSK UHFRPPHQ
book even to non ntorcyclists on the strength of its 200
photographs. The Guinness Book of Records credits him
ZLWK WKH 3:RUOGTV /RQJHVW ORWRUF\FOH -RXUQH\ =~ +H
supposedly took 90,000 photographs of which 200+ made it
into the book, in the days before digital photograpHe.
met with andstayed with thousands of peopleom poorest
natives to sultans. He was received by Pope John Paul Il and was given money by Mommar Ga
He accomplished the nearly impossible and the book is a thrilling account of/biga@d Get it
from Amazon or Whitehorse Pressy motorcyclist would enjoy it!Dave Gearhart



